4. Narrative
4a) Intellectual Significance of the Collection of Books
In selecting the first group of twenty titles for inclusion in the NEH Open Book Program, we
focused on three areas in which Cornell University Press (CUP) has consistently demonstrated
innovation and influence during recent decades: literary criticism and theory, Slavic studies, and
German studies.
We began by curating our out-of-print titles to produce a long list of initial candidates that would
show how Cornell University Press books have served to influence the subsequent development
of these foundational disciplines. We were drawn to early books by scholars who have since
gone on to distinguished careers (and who have in some cases published later books with Cornell
University Press), books by authors with continuing ties to Cornell University, and books on
topics linking them to some of our recently published books in fields for which the Press is
especially well known. The links to our current publishing program will ensure that the resulting
ebooks will be marketed alongside our existing list thereby enhancing our presence in those
fields and allowing the next generation of scholars to access them.
After this internal selection process, we collaborated with our colleagues at Cornell University
Library who provided library circulation statistics for all Cornell University Press books in the
library’s collection including out-of-print titles. The CU Library then invited library subject
specialists in our selected fields to review out-of-print titles and propose books for the program
on the basis of their holistic understanding of the fields in question and with an eye to the library
usage statistics. We are convinced that the expertise of library subject specialists in daily contact
with student and faculty researchers ensures that our candidate titles are of continuing interest
and relevance to scholars and other potential readers.
The circulation report the librarians used to support their decisions included all Cornell
University Press (and Comstock Publishing Associates imprint) books in the Cornell University
Library catalog with a tally of historical circulations since 1990, when the Library began
registering circulation electronically. We feel that this approach, which blends subjective and
objective factors, has yielded highly fruitful results. While the current circulation report is a
simple tally, the Press and the Library are discussing prospects for a more refined study of
Cornell UP books based on transaction dates that would allow us to see usage trends.
When selecting eight titles in literary criticism and theory that would indicate the diversity and
influence of the Press’s publishing history in the field, we received advice from Jonathan Culler,
Class of 1916 Professor of English at Cornell University. Culler, who is best known for his
books On Deconstruction, Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction and Structuralist Poetics:
Structuralism, Linguistics, and the Study of Literature, has been President of the American
Comparative Literature Association and Chair of the departments of English, Comparative
Literature, and Romance Studies at Cornell, as well as Senior Associate Dean of Arts and
Sciences. He was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2001 and the
American Philosophical Society in 2006. He currently serves as Secretary of the American
Council of Learned Societies.
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The Cornell University Librarian for Literature, Theater, and Film, Fred Muratori, judged
candidate titles in literary criticism and theory based on two criteria: how often the books have
circulated in recent years and how often they have been cited in Web of Science citation index.
This supported his subjective sense that the selected titles have an active “shelf-life” in current
scholarship.
When choosing eight books from our backlist that would represent the depth and richness of our
offerings in Slavic studies, we benefited from the guidance of John G. Ackerman, who was the
Director of Cornell University Press from 1988 to 2014. On the basis of his training in Russian
and Soviet history at Stanford University, he built for the Press a legendarily successful and
respected list in Slavic studies while also acquiring and editing titles in European history,
intellectual history, and philosophy.
Library circulation and citation data for the books in Slavic studies were examined by Robert H.
Davis, Librarian for Russian, Eurasian and East European Studies at Columbia University and
Librarian for Slavic and East European Studies at Cornell University. Davis’s dual appointment
is the result of the 2CUL resource-sharing partnership that was initially supported by a two-year
planning grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. In assessing the value of prospective
Open Book Program titles in Slavic studies, Davis noted those that had relatively higher usage
volume and did a search of contemporary reviews of each work, paying particular attention to the
broader applicability of each of the candidates.
Kizer Walker, Director of Collection Development for Cornell University Library selected four
titles in the German studies series. He is Cornell’s librarian for German Studies as well as
Managing Editor of Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought, the print and
electronic book series that the Press copublishes with Cornell University Library, in partnership
with Cornell’s College of Arts and Sciences. We propose to make four of these books available.
The Mellon Foundation provided the initial support for the Signale series. Cornell is already
providing open access to books in the series four years after publication through Project MUSE.
The books by Aby Warburg, whose work is currently experiencing a revival, and Peter Uwe
Hohendahl, whose most recent book was published by Cornell University Press in 2013, will
enhance the existing corpus greatly.
The methodologies used in selecting the proposed list of books will be further evaluated and
refined during the project implementation stage. The goal will be advancing our methodologies
in identifying untapped resources of outstanding but unused scholarship. Also, working with the
advisory group, we will aim to broaden interest in these books beyond scholarly purposes and
consider how to make them pertinent and accessible for other reader groups such as teachers,
students and members of the public.
4b) History and Overview of the Publisher
All books published by Cornell University Press and its imprints have been approved by a board
of editors drawn from the Cornell University faculty, and nearly three thousand Cornell
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University Press books are currently in print. The Press publishes approximately 120 new titles a
year and also makes titles available in paperback, print-on-demand, and ebook formats.
In 1869, Cornell University established the first university press in the United States, with
University Librarian Willard Fiske as its director. In 1884, a financial crisis halted further
appropriations from the university to support the Press, and it was discontinued until 1930.
During the interim, the function of a university press at Cornell was partially fulfilled by the
Comstock Publishing Company, founded by John Henry Comstock and Simon Henry Gage of
the Cornell faculty, which published books concerned with natural science and agriculture.
Cornell University Press was reestablished by the Board of Trustees in 1930, and Comstock
Publishing Associates became an imprint of the Press. Anna Botsford Comstock’s Handbook of
Nature Study, first published in 1911, is still in print and remains the Press’s all-time bestselling
title. Another highlight of the Press’s publishing program in the sciences is The Nature of the
Chemical Bond: An Introduction to Modern Structural Chemistry by the Nobel winner Linus
Pauling.
From its early strengths producing reference volumes in natural science, Cornell University Press
expanded its publishing program in the humanities and social sciences to reflect both the diverse
nature of the Cornell University curriculum and the needs of American scholarship and
publishing. One example of how the Press tailors its publishing program strategically to meet the
needs of scholarship can be drawn from the years immediately following World War II, when the
Press built up lists about the Middle East and civil liberties that met with wide critical approval.
During the Cold War years, Cornell built a reputation as one of the best windows into Soviet
society, and our list in Slavic studies, which covers all eras of the region’s history, has a vibrancy
that allowed it to handily outlast the USSR. Cornell University Press has brought authoritative
editions of primary material to scholars around the world through series including The Cornell
Yeats and The Cornell Wordsworth and, in classics, Agora Editions. In part because of the
presence of Cornell faculty members including Jonathan Culler and Dominick LaCapra, Cornell
University Press, like the university itself, served as a platform for the emergence of Europeaninflected critical theory in the practice of literature and history.
Cornell University Press authors not only demonstrate methodological innovation but also
expand readers’ knowledge by more traditional if no less important means, such as bringing to
light the quality of everyday life in past societies through the painstaking use of medieval
archives or immersing readers in little-known contemporary societies through the practice of
ethnography. The Press’s dedicated and experienced acquisitions editors have a consistent ability
to identify the most promising and accomplished scholars in the humanities. Our carefully edited
and beautifully produced books frequently receive high-profile awards, serve as the basis for
teaching and scholarship, and change the future contours of the disciplines from which they
emerge.
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8. List of books and other appendices
The following is a list of out-of-print books from the Cornell University Press backlist
that we will include in our ebook conversion program in the first year of NEH Open
Book funding. This selection is provisional—rights research has not been conducted.
Literary Criticism and Theory
Brantlinger, Patrick. Bread and Circuses: Theories of Mass Culture as Social Decay
(1983)
Castle, Terry. Clarissa’s Ciphers: Meaning and Disruption in Richardson’s Clarissa
(1982)
Dean, Carolyn J. The Self and Its Pleasures: Bataille, Lacan, and the History of the
Decentered Subject (1992)
Lutz, Tom. American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History (1993)
Rooney, Ellen. Seductive Reasoning: Pluralism as the Problematic of Contemporary
Literary Theory (1989)
Toker, Leona. Nabokov: The Mystery of Literary Structures (1989)
Wetherbee, Winthrop. Chaucer and the Poets: An Essay on Troilus and Criseyde (1984)
Williams, Carolyn. Transfigured World: Walter Pater’s Aesthetic Historicism (1989)

Slavic Studies
Blobaum, Robert E. Rewolucja: Russian Poland, 1904–1907 (1995)
Clem, Ralph S., ed. Research Guide to the Russian and Soviet Censuses (1986)
Coopersmith, Jonathan. The Electrification of Russia, 1880–1926 (1992)
David-Fox, Michael. Revolution of the Mind: Higher Learning among the Bolsheviks,
1918–1929 (1997)
Edelman, Robert. Proletarian Peasants: The Revolution of 1905 in Russia's Southwest
(1987)
Kollmann, Nancy Shields. By Honor Bound: State and Society in Early Modern Russia
(1999)
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Mally, Lynn. Revolutionary Acts: Amateur Theater and the Soviet State, 1917–1938
(2000)
Steiner, Peter. Russian Formalism (1984)

German Studies
Hohendahl, Peter Uwe, The Institution of Criticism, 1982
Hohendahl, Peter Uwe, Building a National Literature: The Case of Germany, 1830–
1870, 1989
Hohendahl, Peter Uwe, Reappraisals: Shifting Alignments in Postwar Critical Theory,
1991
Warburg, Aby, Images from the Region of the Pueblo Indians of North America, 1995
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Title: Bread and Circuses: Theories of Mass Culture as Social Decay
Author: Patrick Brantlinger
Disciplines: Literary Criticism and Theory, Intellectual History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1983
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 312 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Lively and well written, Bread and Circuses analyzes theories that have treated mass
culture as either a symptom or a cause of social decadence. Discussing many of the most
influential and representative theories of mass culture, it ranges widely from Greek and
Roman origins, through Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Ortega y Gasset, T. S. Eliot, and the
theorists of the Frankfurt Institute, down to Marshall McLuhan and Daniel Bell.
Brantlinger considers the many versions of negative classicism and shows how the belief
in the historical inevitability of social decay—a belief today perpetuated by the mass
media themselves—has become the dominant view of mass culture in our time. While not
defending mass culture in its present form, Brantlinger argues that the view of culture
implicit in negative classicism obscures the question of how the media can best be used
to help achieve freedom and enlightenment on a truly democratic basis.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Patrick Brantlinger is James Rudy Professor of English (Emeritus) at Indiana University.
He is the author of many books, including Dark Vanishings, Fictions of State, Rule of
Darkness, and Bread and Circuses, all in print from Cornell. Reviving Bread and
Circuses as an ebook would provide readers with the ability to follow the progression of
Brantlinger’s thought, which provides a historically and theoretically informed
perspective on literature, from the beginning of his career. We could readily promote the
availability of the open access edition in our marketing materials for Brantlinger’s other
books as well as with the other titles in the Open Book Program. Jonathan Culler
highlighted Bread and Circuses among titles on our long list.
Bread and Circuses was well reviewed across disciplines at the time of its initial
publication:
“Brantlinger’s substantial insights are worthy of reflection—insights, for example,
on the equivocal position of religion vis-à-vis elitism and mass culture or the hitherto
insufficiently noted recurrence of classicist nostalgia in essentially nonclassicist ages.
The book remains useful and thought-provoking.”—American Historical Review
“Bread and Circuses is a valuable analysis of attitudes toward not only mass
culture but also theories of social order, utopian (and dystopian) possibilities, and the
connections between literature and politics.”—Criticism
Cost challenges: None
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Title: Clarissa’s Ciphers: Meaning and Disruption in Richardson’s Clarissa
Author: Terry Castle
Discipline: Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1982
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 204 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
As Samuel Richardson’s ‘exemplar to her sex,’ Clarissa in the eponymous novel
published in 1748 is the paradigmatic female victim. In Clarissa’s Ciphers, Terry Castle
delineates the ways in which, in a world where only voice carries authority, Clarissa is
repeatedly silenced, both metaphorically and literally. A victim of rape, she is first a
victim of hermeneutic abuse. Drawing on feminist criticism and hermeneutic theory,
Castles examines the question of authority in the novel. By tracing the patterns of abuse
and exploitation that occur when meanings are arbitrarily and violently imposed, she
explores the sexual politics of reading.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Since publishing Clarissa’s Ciphers with Cornell University Press while a Junior Fellow
at Harvard University, Terry Castle has gone on to a distinguished career. She has
published many books that have transformed feminist approaches to literature and
culture, including The Apparitional Lesbian and Boss Ladies, Watch Out! The late Susan
Sontag described Castle as “the most expressive, most enlightening literary critic at large
today.” Castle, Walter A. Haas Professor in the Humanities at Stanford University, is a
public intellectual who frequently publishes essays in London Review of Books, Atlantic,
New Republic, Times Literary Supplement, New York Times Book Review, and other
periodicals.
Fred Muratori of Cornell University Library notes that the print edition of
Clarissa’s Ciphers circulates frequently (thirty times in the last five years) and has
garnered more than one hundred citations in Web of Science (fifteen in the last five
years). Although the book received several challenging reviews at the time of
publication—Castle was criticized for making use of the tools and language of
deconstruction at a time when they were not frequently deployed in relation to the
eighteenth-century novel—Clarissa’s Ciphers will continue to draw an audience among
those who follow Castle’s writing as well as young scholars approaching Clarissa for the
first time.
Cost challenges: None
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Title: The Self and Its Pleasures: Bataille, Lacan, and the History of the Decentered
Subject
Author: Carolyn J. Dean
Disciplines: Literary Criticism and Theory, Psychoanalysis, Intellectual History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1992
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 288 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Why did France spawn the radical poststructuralist rejection of the humanist concept of
‘man’ as a rational, knowing subject? In this innovative cultural history, Carolyn J. Dean
sheds light on the origins of poststructuralist thought, paying particular attention to the
reinterpretation of the self by Jacques Lacan, Georges Bataille, and other French thinkers.
Arguing that the widely shared belief that the boundaries between self and other had
disappeared during the Great War helps explain the genesis of the new concept of the
self, Dean examines an array of evidence from medical texts and literary works alike. The
Self and Its Pleasures offers a pathbreaking understanding of the boundaries between
theory and history.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Carolyn J. Dean is John Hay Professor of International Studies at Brown University. She
is the author of several books, including The Fragility of Empathy after the Holocaust
and Aversion and Erasure: The Fate of the Victim after the Holocaust, both in print from
Cornell. We will be able to announce the availability of the ebook of The Self and Its
Pleasures in our marketing materials for her other titles as well as with the other Open
Book Program selections. Fred Muratori of Cornell University Library notes the active
circulation history of this book (fifty-six) and the fact that it has more than fifty-five
citations in Web of Science (eleven in the past five years), which demonstrates the
continuing interest it holds for scholars.
The Self and Its Pleasures was well reviewed upon publication:
“Carolyn J. Dean’s book is an intelligent, well-researched, and thought-provoking
study of an important problem in modern cultural and intellectual history. Focusing on
the difficult work of Jacques Lacan and Georges Bataille, Dean furnishes a critical
history of the decentered subject in early twentieth-century France—a history that has
broader implications given the widespread influence of modern French thought.”—
American Historical Review.
“Carolyn J. Dean’s central question in this complex and allusive book is ‘why has
France been the home of a certain model of self-dissolution?’, and the answer is pursued
largely in the criminolegal and psychoanalytical domain, eschewing the more literary
‘death of the author’ institutionalized by Barthes.”—Modern Language Review
Cost challenges: Contains four illustrations.
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Title: American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History
Author: Tom Lutz
Disciplines: Literary Criticism and Theory, Psychoanalysis
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1993
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 344 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Hysteria, insomnia, hypochondria, asthma, skin rashes, hay fever, premature baldness,
inebriety, nervous exhaustion, brain-collapse: all were symptoms of neurasthenia, the
bizarre psychophysiological illness that plagued America’s intellectual and economic
elite around the turn of the century. In this lively and compelling book, Tom Lutz
explores the origins of “American nervousness,” which had an impact on the lives and
works of such diverse figures as Theodore Roosevelt, Henry and William James, Edith
Wharton, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Tom Lutz is the founder and editor of Los Angeles Review of Books and Professor of
Creative Writing at University of California, Riverside. His other books include
Cosmopolitan Vistas: American Regionalism and Literary Value (in print from Cornell
University Press), Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bums,
and Crying: The Natural and Cultural History of Tears. Fred Muratori of Cornell
University Library notes the active circulation history of this book (twenty-seven) and the
fact that it has more than 155 citations in Web of Science (twenty-three in the past five
years); the topic will remain of interest as long as Americans remain anxious and as long
as scholars of literature and culture find inspiration in how societies label, treat, and
accommodate mental and physical illnesses. Lutz’s continuing visibility as an author,
editor, and teacher will ensure that this title finds an audience as an ebook, and we can
promote the ebook in our marketing materials for Cosmopolitan Vistas as well as in a
group with other Open Book Program titles.
American Nervousness, 1903 received several high-profile reviews:
“Lutz offers a fresh panoramic perspective to the complex give-and-take between
illness and the artistic and intellectual imagination.”—New York Times Book Review
(New York Times Notable Book)
“Tom Lutz brings back into modern awareness one of the least understood but
most fascinating illnesses of the late Victorian period. A marvelous book.”—Wall Street
Journal
“Lutz’s approach to the illness is unusual. Rather than tell a narrative story of
neurasthenia from its beginning to its disappearance as a medical category, the author
slices out the year 1903 from American history. He can thus examine neurasthenia in a
far more detailed cultural, economic, and political context than a conventional history
would have allowed.”—Los Angeles Times
Cost challenges: Contains nineteen illustrations.

8-6
GRANT11933901 - Attachments-ATT8-1241-appendices.pdf

Title: Seductive Reasoning: Pluralism as the Problematic of Contemporary Literary
Theory
Author: Ellen Rooney
Discipline: Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1989
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 288 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Seductive Reasoning takes a provocative look at contemporary Anglo-American literary
theory, calling into question the critical consensus on pluralism’s nature and its status in
literary studies. Drawing on the insights of Marxist and feminist critical theory and on the
works of Althusser, Derrida, and Foucault, Rooney reads the pluralist’s invitation to join
in a “dialogue” as a seductive gesture. Critics who respond find that they must seek to
persuade all of their potential readers. Rooney examines pluralism as a form of logic in
the work of E. D. Hirsch, as a form of ethics for Wayne Booth, as a rhetoric of persuasion
in the books of Stanley Fish. For Paul de Man, Rooney argues, pluralism was a rhetoric
of tropes just as it was, for Fredric Jameson, a form of politics.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Ellen Rooney is Professor of Modern Culture and Media and English at Brown
University. She is coeditor of differences: a journal of feminist cultural studies and
associate editor of Novel: A Forum on Fiction. Jonathan Culler highlighted Seductive
Reasoning among the long list of potential titles for Cornell University Press’s
application for the Open Book Program. The reviews of the book on its publication were
to a large degree taken up with appraisals of Rooney’s use of the language and methods
of European critical theory to dissect the works of the thinkers under discussion.
However, as those thinkers are of perennial interest in literary theory and intellectual
history, and because deconstructive methodology has since been normalized, Rooney’s
work should prove of persisting relevance.
“Difference excludes. On this irreducible principle of irreducibility much literary
theory is founded. With its internal drive to system and purity, theory enacts the necessity
of exclusion; and so an appeal to theory often prefigures a justification of exclusion. The
only contemporary movement whose relation to theory might seem ambivalent is
pluralism, which, insofar as it insists on anything, insists on repressing its own
exclusions. Ellen Rooney argues in her new book that pluralism maintains its identity by
rigorous exclusion—‘the exclusion of exclusion’ itself.”—Modern Philology
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Nabokov: The Mystery of Literary Structures
Author: Leona Toker
Discipline: Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1989
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 264 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Vladimir Nabokov described the literature course he taught at Cornell as “a kind of
detective investigation of the mystery of literary structures.” Leona Toker here pursues a
similar investigation of the enigmatic structures of Nabokov’s own fiction. According to
Toker, most previous critics stressed either Nabokov’s concern with form or the
humanistic side of his works, but rarely if ever the two together. In sensitive and
revealing readings of ten novels, Toker demonstrates that the need to reconcile the human
element with aesthetic or metaphysical pursuits is a constant theme of Nabokov’s and
that the tension between technique and content is itself a key to his fiction. Written with
verve and precision, Toker’s book begins with Pnin and follows the circular pattern that
is one of her subject’s own favored devices.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Leona Toker is Professor of English at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is the
author most recently of Towards the Ethics of Form in Fiction: Narratives of Cultural
Remission. Vladimir Nabokov will always remain a popular topic of study, and Toker’s
unique approach to his work will ensure the continuing relevance of this book. Holistic
approaches to literature that do not insist on a single authorial goal but instead show a
process of internal negotiation in action have become ever more popular since the first
publication of Nabokov: The Mystery of Literary Structure, and the wealth of
biographical and critical works on Nabokov that have since appeared only underline the
wisdom of Toker’s approach. In his review of the circulation records at Cornell
University Library, Fred Muratori found that this book—of considerable local interest—
had fifty circulations. Its more than forty citations in Web of Science (nine in the past
five years) also attest to its continuing use. The ebook can be promoted with our other
titles related to Cornell University as well as in our marketing materials for literature and
Slavic Studies.
“In each chapter Toker carefully reconstructs a novel for us—those are not mere
plot summaries, but mature products of several rereadings—and proceeds to make her
way through the novel's numerous patterns, images, themes, and motifs in an attempt to
show that most of them relate not only to Nabokov’s art but also to his heart. Her
readings of the novels are invariably sensitive and refreshingly sophisticated; they
provide new angles and do not overstate the obvious.”—Slavic & East European Journal
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Chaucer and the Poets: An Essay on Troilus and Criseyde
Author: Winthrop Wetherbee
Discipline: Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1984
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 248 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
In this sensitive reading of Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde, Winthrop Wetherbee
redefines the nature of Chaucer’s poetic vision. Using as a starting point Chaucer’s
profound admiration for the achievement of Dante and the classical poets, Wetherbee
sees the Troilus as much more than a courtly treatment of an event in ancient history—it
is, he asserts, a major statement about the poetic tradition from which it emerges.
Wetherbee demonstrates the evolution of the poet-narrator of the Troilus, who begins as a
poet of romance, bound by the characters’ limited worldview, but who in the end
becomes a poet capable of realizing the tragic and ultimately the spiritual implications of
his story.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Winthrop Wetherbee is Avalon Foundation Professor in the Humanities Emeritus at
Cornell University. Jonathan Culler highlighted this title on our list of candidates for the
Open Book Program, and Fred Muratori at the Cornell University Library confirmed that
it continues to circulate (nineteen circulations) and has more than fifty-nine citations in
Web of Science (seven in the last five years). The ebook of Chaucer and the Poets can be
promoted with our other titles related to Cornell University as well as in our marketing
materials for other books in literature, medieval studies, and classics. Although this book
is somewhat of an outlier among our proposed list of literature titles both in its topic and
methodology, it will allow us to present an open access ebook to the Press’s readers in
medieval studies and classics, which are additional core strengths of our list.
“There is no doubt that this book is one of the most important works, not only on
Troilus, but on Chaucer’s poetry as a whole, to have appeared in recent years. Without
putting forward elaborate theoretical propositions, without an excessive use of secondary
material, without unnecessary jargon, Winthrop Wetherbee has written something with
which all Chaucerians (and many medievalists) will have to reckon in the future.”—
Speculum
“This book takes a distinguished place in the controversy over Chaucer’s reading
of the classics and, more generally, over the nature of classical influence in later medieval
poetry. Wetherbee argues convincingly that Chaucer knows several of the Latin
classics—especially Vergil, Ovid, and Statius—directly, thoroughly, and in sufficient
detail to make complicated, subtle allusions to their poetry.”—Modern Language
Quarterly
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Transfigured World: Walter Pater’s Aesthetic Historicism
Author: Carolyn Williams
Discipline: Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1989
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 312 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Exploring the intricacy and complexity of Walter Pater’s prose, Transfigured World
challenges traditional approaches to Pater and shows precise ways in which the form of
his prose expresses its content. Carolyn Williams asserts that Pater’s aestheticism and his
historicism should be understood as dialectically interrelated critical strategies,
inextricable from each other in practice. Williams discusses the explicit and embedded
narratives that play a crucial role in Pater’s aesthetic criticism and examines the figures
that compose these narratives, including rhetorical tropes, structures of argument such as
genealogy, and historical or fictional personae.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Carolyn Williams is Chair and Professor of English at Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey. She is the author most recently of Gilbert and Sullivan: Gender, Genre,
Parody. Fred Muratori of Cornell University Library assessed the circulation and citation
statistics for this book and found sixteen circulations and more than sixty-six citations in
Web of Science (nine in the last five years). The ebook of Transfigured World will make
an ideal pairing with a forthcoming book on the Cornell University Press list, Reframing
Decadence: C. P. Cavafy’s Imaginary Portraits, in which Peter Jeffreys makes clear the
immense influence of Walter Pater on Cavafy’s view of classical and late-antique history.
Accordingly, we can make a point of announcing the availability of the ebook edition of
Transfigured World in marketing materials for the Jeffreys title.
“In addition to her superb analysis of the style and thought of Pater's individual
writing, demonstrates that Pater was far more philosophically coherent and complex, and
of far more interest for contemporary critical thought, than has previously been
recognized. Her book is the best critical study on Pater yet written.”—Victorian Studies
“A convincing account of the unity of Pater’s thought and probably the most
detailed treatment ever attempted of the intricacies of his prose; a book that is likely to be
an essential source for future readings of Pater.”—Nineteenth-Century Literature
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Rewolucja: Russian Poland, 1904–1907
Author: Robert E. Blobaum
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1995
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 320 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
The revolution of 1905 in the Russian-ruled Kingdom of Poland marked the
consolidation of major new influences on the political scene. As he examines the
emergence of a mass political culture in Poland, Robert E. Blobaum offers the first
history in any Western language of this watershed period. Drawing on extensive archival
research to explore the history of Poland’s revolutionary upheavals, Blobaum departs
from traditional interpretations of these events as peripheral to an essentially Russian
movement that reached a climax in the Russian Revolution of 1917. He demonstrates
that, although Polish independence was not formally recognized until after World War I,
the social and political conditions necessary for nationhood were established in the years
around 1905.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Robert Blobaum is Eberly Family Distinguished Professor of History and Chair of the
Department of History at West Virginia University. He is the winner of the 1996 Oskar
Halecki Polish History Award for this book. He is the editor of Antisemitism and Its
Opponents in Modern Poland, also published by Cornell University Press, and author of
Feliks Dzierzynski and the SDKPiL: A Study of the Origins of Polish Communism.
Rewolucja: Russian Poland, 1904–1907 was selected by Robert Davis, Librarian for
Russian, Eurasian & East European Studies at Columbia University and Librarian for
Slavic & East European Studies at Cornell University, as having relatively high use
volume. The announcement of this ebook will travel well in promotional materials with
other Cornell University Press titles in Slavic Studies, particularly our recent books in
Polish history.
“Blobaum’s work is based on an exhaustive reading of recent Polish- and Englishlanguage historiography, but, most importantly, on a thorough-going use of archives. It is
this solid archival base that makes Rewolucja a truly important and pioneering work.”—
Polish Review
“Rewolucja will undoubtedly remain the standard work on the Polish experience
of the 1905 Revolution for years to come. It is one of the most firmly grounded and
carefully researched English-language books on Polish history to appear in recent
years.”—Harvard Ukrainian Studies
Cost challenges: Twenty-five illustrations.
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Title: Research Guide to the Russian and Soviet Censuses
Editor: Ralph S. Clem
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History
Edited collection? Yes.
Year of Publication: 1986
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 296 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Research Guide to the Russian and Soviet Censuses is a volume in the series Studies in
Soviet History and Society. Taken together, the Russian census of 1897 and the Soviet
censuses of 1926, 1959, 1970, and 1979 constitute the largest collection of empirical data
available on that country, but until the publication of this book in 1986, the daunting
complexity of that material prevented Western scholars from exploiting the censuses
fully. This book is both a guide to the use of and a detailed index to these censuses. The
first part of the book consists of eight essays by specialist on the USSR, six of them
dealing with the use of census materials and the availability of data for research on
ethnicity and language, marriage and the family, education and literacy, migration and
organization, age structure, and occupations. The second part, a comprehensive index for
all the published census, presents more than six hundred annotated entries for the census
tables, a keyword index that enables researchers to find census data by subject, and a list
of political-administrative units covered in each census.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Ralph S. Clem is a retired Professor of International Relations and Chair of the Advisory
Board of the School of International and Public Affairs at Florida International
University. He retired from the U.S. Air Force in 2004 as a Major General. Research
Guide to the Russian and Soviet Censuses was selected by John Ackerman, the former
Director of Cornell University Press, as a book that should be of continuing value to
scholarship.
Contributors: Barbara A. Anderson, Ralph S. Clem, Peter R. Craumer, Robert A.
Lewis, Ronald Liebowitz, Richard H. Rowland, Michael Paul Sacks. Lee Schwartz. Brian
D. Silver
“It is hoped that this volume will increase the use of Russian and Soviet census
materials. Although they are difficult to use, this task has now been rendered easier. The
book gives an excellent overview of the possibilities for population research on the
Soviet Union. The index and research guide will be valuable for many years to come.”—
Slavic Review
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: The Electrification of Russia, 1880–1926
Author: Jonathan Coopersmith
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History and Philosophy of Science
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1992
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 288 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
The Electrification of Russia, 1880–1926 is the first full account of the widespread
adoption of electricity in Russia, from the beginning in the 1880s to its early years as a
state technology under Soviet rule. Jonathan Coopersmith has mined the archives for both
the tsarist and the Soviet periods to examine a crucial element in the modernization of
Russia. Coopersmith shows how the Communist Party forged an alliance with engineers
to harness the socially transformative power of this science-based enterprise. A
centralized plan of electrification triumphed, to the benefit of the Community Party and
the detriment of local governments and the electrical engineers. Coopersmith’s narrative
of how this came to be elucidates the deep-seated and chronic conflict between the
utopianism of Soviet ideology and the reality of Soviet politics and economics.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Jonathan Coopersmith is Associate Professor of History at Texas A&M University. The
Electrification of Russia, 1880–1926 was selected by John Ackerman, the former
Director of Cornell University Press, as a book that should be of continuing value to
scholarship. The announcement of the open access ebook will be paired with our
marketing materials for books in Slavic Studies and the history of technology.
“The Electrification of Russia deserves careful attention: Coopersmith presents a
balanced treatment of electrification in both the tsarist and Soviet eras, and his many
comparisons between the two periods help illustrate the pattern of electrification. His
numerous references to developments in the West are also valuable, highlighting the
peculiarities of the Russian and Soviet situation. Given the dearth of scholarly studies of
technology in Russia and the Soviet Union, this volume is particularly noteworthy.”—
ISIS
“Coopersmith ends up showing how revolutionary the Stalin era turned out to be,
and how the radical dream of achieving a quick leap from backwardness to modernity,
while eliminating exploitation, persisted throughout the uncertain decade of the
1920s.”—Journal of Modern History
Cost challenges: Nine illustrations.
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Title: Revolution of the Mind: Higher Learning among the Bolsheviks, 1918–1929
Author: Michael David-Fox
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History and Philosophy of Science
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1997
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 256 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Using archival materials never previously accessible to Western scholars, Michael DavidFox analyzes Bolshevik Party educational and research initiatives in higher learning after
1917. His fresh consideration of the era of the New Economic Policy and cultural politics
after the Revolution explains how new communist institutions rose to parallel and rival
conventional higher learning from the Academy of Sciences to the universities.
Beginning with the creation of the first party school by intellectuals on the island of Capri
in 1909, David-Fox argues, the Bolshevik cultural project was tightly linked to party
educational institutions. He provides the first account of the early history and politics of
three major institutions founded after the Revolution: Sverdlov Communist University,
where the quest to transform everyday life gripped the student movement; the Institute of
Red Professors, where the Bolsheviks sought to train a new communist intellectual or red
specialist; and the Communist Academy, headquarters for a planned, collectivist,
proletarian science.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Michael David-Fox is Professor of History at Georgetown University and a founding and
executive editor of Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian Studies. He is the
author of several books, most recently Crossing Borders: Modernity, Ideology, and
Culture in Soviet Russia. Revolution of the Mind was selected by Robert Davis, Librarian
for Russian, Eurasian & East European Studies at Columbia University and Librarian for
Slavic & East European Studies at Cornell University, as having relatively high use
volume. The open access ebook will be included in our promotional materials for other
Cornell University Press titles in Slavic Studies.
“This meticulously researched book is a rich mix of fascinating detail, culled from
newly opened archives, and a broad vision of the early Soviet period.”—Russian Review
“This is a fine work, coherently presented and argued and supported by an
impressive array of original and secondary sources. It contributes substantially to a more
sophisticated understanding of the 1920s and the Stalinist period that followed.”—
American Historical Review
“Michael David-Fox uses the development of the party’s higher educational
system in the 1920s to argue for important continuities between the NEP period and the
Great Break. This is an important book for anyone with a serious interest in the evolution
of Soviet political culture.”—Slavic Review
Cost challenges: Nine illustrations.

8-14
GRANT11933901 - Attachments-ATT8-1241-appendices.pdf

Title: Proletarian Peasants: The Revolution of 1905 in Russia’s Southwest
Author: Robert Edelman
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, Sociology
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1987
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 208 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
In this book, conceived and written for the general reader as well as the specialist, Robert
Edelman uses a case study of peasant behavior during a particular revolutionary situation
to make an important contribution to one of the major debates in contemporary peasant
studies. Edelman’s subject is the peasantry of the right-bank Ukraine, and he uses local
and regional archives seldom available to Western scholars to give a detailed picture of
the way sin which the inhabitants of one of Russia’s most advanced agrarian regions
expressed their discontent during the years 1905–1907. By the 1890s, the landlords of
Russia’s Southwest had organized a highly successful capitalist form of agriculture, and
Edelman demonstrates that their peasants responded to these dramatic economic changes
by adopting many of the forms of political and social behavior generally associated with
urban proletarians.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Robert Edelman is Professor of History at the University of California, San Diego. He is
the author of Spartak Moscow: A History of the People’s Team in the Workers’ State,
which was published by Cornell University Press and was the winner of the 2009
NASSH Book Award and the 2010 Reginald Zelnik Book Prize as well as being named a
Choice Magazine Outstanding Academic Title. He is also the author of Serious Fun: A
History of Spectator Sports in the USSR, winner of the North American Society of Sports
Historians Book of the Year. Proletarian Peasants was selected by John Ackerman, the
former Director of Cornell University Press, as a book that is valuable to scholarship in
Slavic Studies. The open access ebook will be announced in our marketing materials for
new books in Slavic Studies, and will be featured in promotional materials for our books
on Ukraine.
“In a tightly written, nontechnical study, based largely on Soviet archival sources,
Robert Edelman raises some major issues in the sociology of peasant political movements
in the context of a fascinating Russian case study. Edelman raises important theoretical
questions and attempts to answer them in the context of a distinct yet critical area. We are
indebted to him for raising the issues with clarity and flair.”—Contemporary Sociology
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: By Honor Bound: State and Society in Early Modern Russia
Author: Nancy Shields Kollmann
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1999
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 320 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Russians from all ranks of society were bound
together by a culture of honor. Here one of the foremost scholars of early modern Russia
explores the intricate and highly stylized codes that made up this culture. Nancy Shields
Kollmann describes how these codes were manipulated to construct identity and enforce
social norms--and also to defend against insults, to pursue vendettas, and to unsettle
communities. She offers evidence for a new view of the relationship of state and society
in the Russian empire, and her richly comparative approach enhances knowledge of
statebuilding in premodern Europe. By presenting Muscovite state and society in the
context of medieval and early modern Europe, she exposes similarities that blur longstanding distinctions between Russian and European history.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Nancy Shields Kollmann is William H. Bonsall Professor of History at Stanford
University. She is the author of Crime and Punishment in Early Modern Russia and
Kinship and Politics: The Making of the Muscovite Political System. By Honor Bound
was selected by John Ackerman, the former Director of Cornell University Press, as a
book that is valuable to scholarship in Slavic Studies. The open access ebook will be
announced in our marketing materials for new books in Slavic Studies.
“This book challenges many accepted tenets, including the type of state erected in
Muscovy, the basic periodization of Russian history, and the emergence of new identities
and mentalities. It deserves to be read widely.”—American Historical Review
“The codification of ‘honor,’ Nancy Kollmann tells us in her impressive book,
coincided with the expansion of the Muscovite state between the fifteenth and
seventeenth centuries. The incorporation of new territories, the burgeoning size of the
Muscovite court, and the necessity of integrating newly conquered provincial elites into
the political order necessitated codes that simultaneously co-opted these elites into the
political order and differentiated them from the older Muscovite serving men at court.”—
Slavic and East European Journal
“Based on extensive archival research, Kollmann’s book is a groundbreaking
study of early modern Russia. Reflecting a thorough familiarity with social science
theory, the author argues in support of a new periodization of Russian history on the basis
of her findings and for something of a ‘convergence’ in the Western and Russian
historiography of relations between state and society. Required reading for all graduate
students and specialists alike.”—Choice
Cost challenges: Ten halftones, one drawing.
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Title: Revolutionary Acts: Amateur Theater and the Soviet State, 1917–1938
Author: Lynn Mally
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, History, Drama
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 2000
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 272 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
During the Russian Revolution and Civil War, amateur theater groups sprang up in cities
across the country. Workers, peasants, students, soldiers, and sailors provided
entertainment ranging from improvisations to gymnastics and from propaganda sketches
to the plays of Chekhov. In Revolutionary Acts, Lynn Mally reconstructs the history of
the amateur stage in Soviet Russia from 1917 to the height of the Stalinist purges. Her
book illustrates in fascinating detail how Soviet culture was transformed during the new
regime's first two decades in power. Of all the arts, theater had a special appeal for mass
audiences in Russia, and with the coming of the revolution it took on an important role in
the dissemination of the new socialist culture. Mally’s analysis of amateur theater as a
space where performers, their audiences, and the political authorities came into contact
enables her to explore whether this culture emerged spontaneously “from below” or was
imposed by the revolutionary elite.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Lynn Mally is Professor of History at the University of California Irvine and the author
of Culture of the Future: The Proletkult Movement in Revolutionary Russia.
Revolutionary Acts was selected by John Ackerman, the former Director of Cornell
University Press, as a book that is valuable to scholarship in Slavic Studies. It was also
selected by Robert Davis, Librarian for Russian, Eurasian & East European Studies at
Columbia University and Librarian for Slavic & East European Studies at Cornell
University, as having relatively high use volume. The open access ebook will be
announced in our marketing materials for new books in Slavic Studies and books in the
history of theater.
“Mally effectively situates the amateur theatrical movement within the larger
context of cultural revolution. Mally places her study within the ongoing discussion of
the genesis of totalitarian culture in general and of Socialist Realism in particular.”—
Russian Review
“Mally sees true amateurism as original art and dilettantism of mere copying of
professionals. The overarching theme of Revolutionary Acts is how Soviet amateur
theater flourished luxuriantly (if contentiously) in a dozen varieties and was then ‘deamateurized’ or semiprofessionalized under Joseph Stalin.”—American Historical
Review
Cost challenges: Fourteen halftones.
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Title: Russian Formalism: A Metapoetics
Author: Peter Steiner
Disciplines: Slavic Studies, Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1984
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 278 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Russian Formalism, one of the twentieth century’s most important movements in literary
criticism, has received far less attention than most of its rivals. Examining Formalism in
light of more recent developments in literary theory, Peter Steiner here offers the most
comprehensive critique of Formalism to date. Steiner studies the work of the Formalists
in terms of the major tropes that characterized their thought. He first considers those
theorists who viewed a literary work as a mechanism, an organism, or a system. He then
turns to those who sought to reduce literature to its most basic element—language—and
who consequently replaced poetics with linguistics. Throughout, Steiner elucidates the
basic principles of the Formalists and explores their contributions to the study of poetics,
literary history, the theory of literary genre, and prosody. Russian Formalism is an
authoritative introduction to the movement that was a major precursor of contemporary
critical thought.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Peter Steiner is Professor Emeritus of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the University
of Pennsylvania. Russian Formalism: A Metapoetics was selected by Robert Davis,
Librarian for Russian, Eurasian & East European Studies at Columbia University and
Librarian for Slavic & East European Studies at Cornell University, as having relatively
high use volume. The open access ebook will be announced in our marketing materials
for new books in Slavic Studies and literary criticism.
“One of the most advanced, sophisticated, and consistently self-reflective works
in literary (meta)theory to date—in some respects akin to Hayden White’s influential
Metahistory, written with comparable verve and panache.”—Review in World Literature
Today
“We must be grateful to Peter Steiner for having written such a lucid, critical
exposition based on a firsthand knowledge of the texts and the commentary on them.”—
René Wellek, Poetics Today
“Peter Steiner conducts a crisp, metapoetical analysis of the diverse phenomenon
of Russian Formalism in an attempt to identify what united, and unites, the work of
scholars such as Viktor Shklovsky, Yury Tynyanov, Roman Jakobson, Boris
Eykhenbaum, and Boris Tomashevsky.”—Times Literary Supplement
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: The Institution of Criticism
Author: Peter Uwe Hohendahl
Disciplines: German Studies, Literary Criticism and Theory
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1982
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 288 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
German radicals of the 1960s announced the death of literature. For them, literature both
past and present, as well as conventional discussions of literary issues, had lost its
meaning. In The Institution of Criticism, Peter Uwe Hohendahl explores the implications
of this crisis from a Marxist perspective and attempts to define the tasks and
responsibilities of criticism in advanced capitalist societies. Hohendahl takes a close look
at the social history of literary criticism in Germany since the eighteenth century.
Drawing on the tradition of the Frankfurt School and on Jürgen Habermas’s concept of
the public sphere, Hohendahl sheds light on some of the important political and social
forces that shape literature and culture. The Institution of Criticism is made up of seven
essays originally published in German and a long theoretical introduction written by the
author with English-language readers in mind. This book conveys the rich possibilities of
the German perspective for those who employ American and French critical techniques
and for students of contemporary critical theory.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Peter Uwe Hohendahl is Jacob Gould Schurman Professor Emeritus of German and
Comparative Literature at Cornell University. He is an editor of the series Signale:
Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought, which is copublished by Cornell
University Press and the Cornell University Library. In 2013, Cornell University Press
published Hohendahl’s most recent book, The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno’s
Aesthetic Theory Revisited. We propose to include in the NEH Open Book Program three
of his earlier books that were published by Cornell University Press. Cornell University
Librarian Kizer Walker’s review of circulation data shows that The Institution of
Criticism has circulated forty-six times. The three Hohendahl titles will be promoted
alongside Hohendahl’s most recent book as well as with titles in the Signale series and
books by members of the Cornell University faculty.
“Hohendahl provides a lot of interesting detail—for example, about the way bestsellers are handled in Germany: their success may depend upon their being ideologically
acceptable to the newspaper owners, and their promotion is not by means of criticism, but
by the contrivance of ‘media events.’”—Frank Kermode, London Review of Books
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Building a National Literature: The Case of Germany, 1830–1870
Author: Peter Uwe Hohendahl, translated by Renate Baron Franciscono
Disciplines: German Studies, Literary Criticism and Theory, Intellectual History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1989
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 400 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Building a National Literature boldly takes issue with traditional literary criticism for its
failure to explain how literature as a body is created and shaped by institutional forces.
Peter Uwe Hohendahl approaches literary history by focusing on the material and
ideological structures that determine the canonical status of writers and works. He
examines important elements in the making of a national literature, including the political
and literary public sphere, the theory and practice of literary criticism, and the emergence
of academic criticism as literary history. Hohendahl considers such key aspects of the
process in Germany as the rise of liberalism and nationalism, the delineation of the
borders of German literature, the idea of its history, the understanding of its cultural
function, and the notion of a canon of major and minor authors. He points out that the
revolution of 1848, especially in view of its conservative outcome, marked a turning
point for literary as well as political institutions.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Peter Uwe Hohendahl is Jacob Gould Schurman Professor Emeritus of German and
Comparative Literature at Cornell University. He is an editor of the series Signale:
Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought, which is copublished by Cornell
University Press and the Cornell University Library. In 2013, Cornell University Press
published Hohendahl’s most recent book, The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno’s
Aesthetic Theory Revisited. We propose to include in the NEH Open Book Program three
of his earlier books that were published by Cornell University Press. Cornell University
Librarian Kizer Walker’s review of circulation data shows that Building a National
Literature: The Case of Germany, 1830–1870 has circulated seventeen times. The three
Hohendahl titles will be promoted alongside Hohendahl’s most recent book as well as
with titles in the Signale series and books by members of the Cornell University faculty.
“Reading this volume in the summer of 1990, one cannot help noticing
comparisons to contemporary events. The democratic, reform-minded spirit that held
center stage in the revolutionary months of October and November of 1989 has an
obvious parallel in the efforts to construct nationhood in 1848 based on republican and
participatory principles.”—MLN
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Reappraisals: Shifting Alignments in Postwar Critical Theory
Author: Peter Uwe Hohendahl
Disciplines: German Studies, Literary Criticism and Theory, Intellectual History
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1991
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 256 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Reappraisals is a provocative account of the development of modern critical theory in
Germany and the United States. Focusing on the period since World War II, Peter Uwe
Hohendahl explores key debates on the function of critical theory, illuminating the
diverse positions and alliances among the participants. Bringing together six essays, as
well as new introductory and concluding chapters, Hohendahl interprets and subjects to
critical scrutiny many of the central ideas of the Frankfurt School. He first maps the
trajectory of neomarxist criticism in Germany to the 1980s. Individual chapters then
focus on the work of Georg Lukács, Theodor W. Adorno, and Jürgen Habermas, and on
such issues as the politicization of German criticism after 1965 under the influence of the
Frankfurt School.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Peter Uwe Hohendahl is Jacob Gould Schurman Professor Emeritus of German and
Comparative Literature at Cornell University. He is an editor of the series Signale:
Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought, which is copublished by Cornell
University Press and the Cornell University Library. In 2013, Cornell University Press
published Hohendahl’s most recent book, The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno’s
Aesthetic Theory Revisited. We propose to include in the NEH Open Book Program three
of his earlier books that were published by Cornell University Press. Cornell University
Librarian Kizer Walker’s review of circulation data shows that Reappraisals: Shifting
Alignments in Postwar Critical Theory has circulated thirty-eight times. The three
Hohendahl titles will be promoted alongside Hohendahl’s most recent book as well as
with titles in the Signale series and books by members of the Cornell University faculty.
“At the center of Reappraisals is the political question of where to locate critical
agency in (post)modern societies. Hohendahl thus identifies the crucial question that links
the work of the Frankfurt School to contemporary debates about postmodernity. His
collection of essays spans the entire history of critical theory, displaying its interactions
with rival paradigms of cultural politics—from the influence of Lukàcs (as inventor of
Western Marxism) to postmodernism and New Historicism.”—German Quarterly
Cost challenges: None.
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Title: Images from the Region of the Pueblo Indians of North America
Author: Aby M. Warburg, translated by Michael P. Steinberg
Disciplines: German Studies, Intellectual History, Native American Studies, Art and
Architecture, Anthropology
Edited collection? No.
Year of Publication: 1995
Publisher: Cornell University Press
Page count: 136 pages
Current digital status: Available in paper form only
Abstract:
Aby M. Warburg (1866–1929) is recognized not only as one of the century’s preeminent
art and Renaissance historians but also as a founder of twentieth-century methods in
iconology and cultural studies in general. Warburg’s 1923 lecture, first published in
German in 1988 and now available in the first complete English translation, offers at
once a window on his career, a formative statement of his cultural history of modernity,
and a document in the ethnography of the American Southwest. This edition includes
thirty-nine photographs, many of them originally presented as slides with the speech, and
a rich interpretive essay by the translator.
Intellectual significance of the book:
Cornell University Press has played a key role in the current revival of interest in the
work of German Jewish art historian Aby M. Warburg (1866–1929). In 2012, the
Signale series copublished with Cornell University Library presented Christopher D.
Johnson’s Memory, Metaphor, and Aby Warburg’s Atlas of Images. Cornell University
Press and Cornell University Library are also involved as partners in the Mnemosyne
website (cofounded by a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon foundation) devoted to
Warburg’s Atlas project. Images from the Region of the Pueblo Indians of North America
translates Warburg’s seminal study of the “serpent ritual” of the Hopi people, which grew
out of a trip to the American Southwest undertaken by Warburg in 1895–1896.
Warburg’s study was translated by historian Michael P. Steinberg, at Cornell University
at the time of the book’s publication and currently Director of the Cogut Humanities
Center and Barnaby Conrad and Mary Critchfield Keeney Professor of History at Brown
University; Steinberg serves on the advisory board for Cornell’s Signale project. In
keeping with the Signale open access policy, Johnson’s Warburg book will be made
openly accessible at the start of 2017; making Warburg’s Pueblo Indians book available
again, now on an open access basis, will deepen the resonance.
“The text casually titled Images from the Region of the Pueblo Indians of North
America was originally a lecture intended to prove that its author was sane. Aby Warburg
delivered his talk on April 21, 1923, before an audience of inmates, doctors and guests at
the Bellevue sanatorium in Kreuzlingen, Switzerland. His lecture is fascinating. In it,
Warburg recounts his youthful journey to the American West as the story of civilization
told in reverse.”—New Republic
Cost challenges: Extensive art program.
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